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NANCY BURKE - My husband, Regis, and I 

have been parishioners of SJE since 1995 

when we moved to Baldwin from Towson. 

We’ve been married for 53 years and have 

been blessed with a son (Brian), a daughter 

(Bridget), and four grandchildren who are our 

pride and joy. We feel very fortunate to be 

members of this vibrant parish. I have a strong passion for pro-life 

issues, and I am chairperson of the parish Respect Life Committee. 

My background includes 16 years of Catholic education, graduating 

with a degree in psychology from the College of Notre Dame of 

MD. Since retiring 12 years ago as a Vice President with Bank of 

America from a career in commercial banking, I’ve been a weekly 

volunteer at Pregnancy Center North where I counsel, educate, 

and provide material assistance to young women in crisis 

pregnancies. Scripture study here at St. John’s has deepened my 

Catholic faith as well as facilitated my personal spiritual journey. 

My favorite pastimes are golfing and spending time with family in 

Bethany Beach. St. John has given me the opportunity to grow 

from a “Sunday Catholic” to one who serves our Lord, and I would 

be honored to serve on our Parish Pastoral Council. I very much 

would appreciate your consideration for this position.   

 

CATHERINE BUSCEMI - I have been a 

parishioner with St. John’s since 2017. My 

husband and I had just moved back home to 

Maryland from Raleigh, NC where we had 

relocated for his job. I was looking for a new 

church and parish to join here. I looked at 

several in our area and was really taking my 

time. I had come from such a wonderful, loving parish in Raleigh, 

St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church, and I thought I would 

never find such a wonderful church home again. However, at 

Christmas Mass at St. John’s that first year, I felt the Lord say for 

me to become a Eucharistic Minister, so I said, “Ok, Lord, this will 

be the church I join.” Since that time, I have loved being a 

Eucharistic Minister and serving our parish. I have also enjoyed 

attending “The Journey” study with Sr. Carol, one session of 

“Walking with Purpose,” and am currently participating in the 

“Revealing Sacred Purpose Retreat.” I have also enjoyed 

volunteering at the Spring Fling in the past, and supporting Our 

Daily Bread, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, and the Prayer Shawl 

Ministries.  

I am a cradle Catholic hailing from St. Dominic’s Church and School 

in Hamilton, Seton High School, and The College of Notre Dame of 

Maryland. My husband and I have been together for 45 years. 

Jesus reminded me once that we are a cord of 3 not 2. Jesus 

continues to walk with us and has shown up in the most surprising 

ways throughout my life. I was a bit surprised to be nominated to 

run for our parish council, but I believe the Lord equips those 

called who answer. Jesus is my love and my life, and I thank Him 

for my faith and the opportunity to be in community here at St. 

John’s. If elected, I will do my very best to serve the Lord and our 

community. Thank you for your consideration. 

CATHY GRASON - My name is Cathy Grason, 

and my husband Richard and I have been 

parishioners at SJE since we moved to Baldwin 

in 2015. Richard grew up in this parish, and my 

wonderful in-laws, Dick and Anne, are also 

members. Rich and I are both attorneys, and 

have been blessed with four daughters, Lucy 

(age 7), Cecilia (age 5), Annie (age 1), and Felicity (coming soon!). 

You can usually find us wrangling our children from the crying 

room through the communion line during the 9 AM Mass. It's 

always an adventure!  We feel incredibly fortunate to live in the 

Long Green Valley, to be raising our children in this beautiful area, 

and to be members of our vibrant parish, where we have 

cultivated new friendships quickly. 

Participating in the Catholic church community has been a part of 

my life for as long as I can remember. During grade school and 

high school, I was active in youth group and participated in music 

ministry in my home parish in Southern New Jersey. I remained 

active in the Catholic Student Center at the University of 

Maryland-College Park while earning my philosophy degree, and 

led the music ministry group for Sunday evening Mass and 

Wednesday evening Adoration/Praise and Worship services. I have 

a passion for the unborn, and began my career as a lobbyist for 

Maryland Right to Life. My breadth of involvement in various 

Catholic communities has given me a sincere appreciation for the 

role each ministry plays in the church community as a whole. It has 

also helped me understand how meaningful church service is. I 

would be grateful for the opportunity to continue to represent you 

as a member of the SJE Council, and look forward to getting to 

know you in this role. Thanks for your consideration! 

 

KRISTEN MCCORMICK - My name is Kristen 

McCormick, and I am enthusiastically running 

for reelection on St. John the Evangelist 

Pastoral Council. I served on the parish 

council from 2020-2022. I have been a 

member of St. John the Evangelist my whole 

life, and I am a graduate of St. John the 

Evangelist School. My husband, Mike, and I have three children - 

two boys that attend Calvert Hall College High School and a 

daughter that attends The John Carroll School. If reelected to St. 

John the Evangelist Parish Council, I will work collaboratively with 

other pastoral council members and the Pastor to foster and 

nurture community in the Parish in order to ensure the future 

growth and development of the Parish. 
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CORAZON SANCHEZ - I am a devoted and 

dedicated pediatrician in private practice with 

three offices located at Port Deposit, Rising 

Sun, and Essex, Maryland. I am compassionate 

about caring for children and love to serve the 

communities that I live in and where my three 

offices are located. 

I am originally from the Philippines and earned my medical degree 

from Cebu Institute of Medicine in 1985. I finished my first 

residency training in obstetrics and gynecology in the Philippines 

before I migrated and joined my family. I then went on to 

complete another residency training in pediatrics in Brooklyn 

Hospital Center in New York and where I met my husband, Danny. 

I have two children, Victoria in her 3rd year of medical school and 

Daniel in his 3rd year of college. 

I joined two other private practices, one in New Jersey and the 

other in Cecil County, before I started my own private practice in 

2002. Later, I completed my Master of Business Administration 

degree in Medical Services at Johns Hopkins University in 2010. 

I was raised and nurtured by a Catholic parent, and currently, I 

continue to be a practicing Catholic, too. My husband and I had 

sponsored seminarians to become a Catholic priest back home in 

the Philippines. One of our sponsored sons became a priest in 

2019. I am always active in the parish where we belong. I served as 

a eucharistic minister at Immaculate Conception Church in Elkton 

for 19 years before we settled here at St. John the Evangelist for 

almost three years now. I continue to serve as a eucharistic 

minister here at St. John the Evangelist and usually serve the 11:30 

am Mass every Sunday.  

I want to be involved in the parish council committee, so I can be 

more active in participating in our parish’s current activities. I want 

to be active in carrying out the parish’s mission as we are now 

celebrating the 200 years of our parish existence. 

I am excited to be a part of the parish council committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUTH ANN SMITH - I can sum up my 

feelings and thoughts about our parish very 

simply:  I love St. John the Evangelist parish!   

My husband, Dennis, and I have been 

parishioners for many years, but it’s been the 

more recent years (after retirement) that I 

truly have come to appreciate and 

participate in our “vibrant Catholic” church community. I’ve 

learned first-hand that fellowship and the love of God is 

demonstrated every day by our dedicated staff, ministers, and 

parishioners. It would be my pleasure and honor to serve my 

fellow parishioners in any capacity I can.  

 

CHRISTINE THOMPSON - My name is 

Christine Thompson. My family and I have 

been members of St. John parish for almost 

15 years, shortly after my husband and I 

moved to the area. I have 3 children: Hagen, 

a freshman at Calvert Hall and recent St. 

John the Evangelist grad; Mary Elizabeth, a 

current 7th grader at St. John the Evangelist; and Spencer, a current 

5th grader at St. John the Evangelist.  

Being part of the community at St John is very important to me. I 

teach 4th grade at St. John the Evangelist School, and my two 

younger children are altar servers. Hagen was an altar server until 

he reached high school and is currently in the Confirmation 

program. I feel that it is very important to be involved in the 

church; the parish council is an excellent way to be involved in 

helping to shape the next 200 years of our parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

The election will be held via electronic ballot, which will be open May 23-30.  

The link will be published in next week’s bulletin. 

We wish to thank each of these candidates for their willingness to put their names 

forward for serving on the St. John Pastoral Council. 

 


