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Dear Parishioners, 

 

For the past two months, the St. 

John’s Haiti Committee has been in 

regular contact with our two new 

Haitian pastors. As I described in the 

Fall newsletter, our longtime friend, 

Fr. Marc Edy Dessalines, has been 

reassigned to a different parish 

elsewhere in the Diocese of Gonaives.  

 

His replacement in St. Michel de 

l’Attalaye is Fr. Antoine Joseph. Fr. 

Antoine had been the pastor of a 

church right outside the town of St. 

Marc most recently. St. Marc is the 

second largest city in the diocese.  

 

However, our situation became more 

complicated when the Bishop of 

Gonaives decided to create another 

parish near and just north of St. 

Michel, and assign Father Jacson 

Amilcar as pastor.  Additionally, the 

responsibility for the second 

elementary school that was assigned 

to the St. Michel parish was 

transferred to this new parish which 

was named St. Anthony of Padua.  

 

 

 

 

Our challenge has been to determine 

how to equitably divide funding 

support so that both schools can 

continue to benefit from a lunch 

program as well as our continued 

support for the teachers’ salaries. 

 

 
 

There are over 1,850 children to feed and 
educate this year at our two sister parishes 

 

We have worked to resolve some 

logistical issues raised by supporting 

two parishes and are now educating 

our two new pastors on providing 

appropriate accounting for the use of 

our funding. We are encouraged by 

their responsiveness to our requests, 

and by their support of their parishes.  

 



There is some good news. For many 

reasons, Covid-19 does not seem to be 

a problem at our sister parishes. 

Since testing is rare and the death 

rate does not seem to be elevated, 

the people have just continued to live 

normally.  

 

There are no masks, no abnormal 

social distancing, and no apparent 

problem. All schools have been open 

for in-person learning since 

September, and we are supporting 

over 1,500 students now at the St. 

Michel school alone. 

 

The sad news is that the school at 

Blaise lost several teachers.  As a 

result, the preschool and grades one 

and two have been eliminated. It is 

hard to describe – but to say that this 

school is way out in the jungle would 

be an understatement.  

 

It has always been a challenge to 

attract teachers to work and live way 

out there. As soon as any of them 

receive a better offer, they leave. 

Although we have not been able to 

determine for sure, I am hoping that 

the grade shortfall will be made up at 

the new school co-located with the 

new St. Anthony parish. Nevertheless, 

over 340 children still attend this 

school. 

 

Next weekend, the poor box collection 

will be donated to support our 

outreach.  In the past we have been  

able to collect enough money by way 

of this quarterly solicitation to pay 

for one month’s funding. Since church 

attendance is drastically reduced, our 

poor box collections have not come 

close to this amount. 

 

 
 

Older students gather in the courtyard in St. 
Michel at the beginning of the school year 

 

Frankly, we are struggling. 

 

On behalf of Fr. Pete, Fr. Antoine, 

and Fr. Jacson, we ask that you pick 

up a yellow envelope on your way out 

of church this weekend and return it 

next week. If you are attending Mass 

online, please check on the parish web 

site where you can donate as well. It 

is easy to do. 

 

As always, we thank you for your past 

generosity. Many of you have been 

exceptionally generous. We pray that 

you can see your way clear to 

continue. 

 

God Bless, 

Jim Taneyhill 

 


